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Whatbeganasa formal United Statedvarine CorpsForcesAfricaled mission to promote.iberiandemocracyand
internal stability after manyyearsof civil unrestOperation OnwardLiberty becamenore of a personal partnership
building effortsupportedalmostexclusivelby Michigan NationaGuard Soldierand Airmen.

Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf welcomes Maj. Gen. Thomas Cultler,
adjutant general of the Michigan National Guard and Ambassador J. Anthony
Holmes, A F R C (Mduty to the Commander for Civil-Military Activities, to
her home, Oct. 26, 2010, to discuss the plans for the new State Partnership
Program pairing between Michigan and Liberia and the ongoing U.S. security

force assistance efforts in the West African nation. (U.S. African Command

photo by Kenneth Fidler/www.africom.mil)

Operation Onward.ibertywasofficially charteredin
2010,the sameyearthat the Michigan NationaGuard

and thecountryof Liberiawere pairedin the U.S State

PartnershigProgram.While the LiberiaMichigan
g , Partnership frameworkvastaking shape (undehe
T — ]
guidanceof then MichiganNationalGuard Adjutat GeneralMaj. Gen. Thoma€utlerand LiberiarPresidentEllen
JohnsonrSirleaf) OperationOnwardLibertylaunched simultaneously undétarine leadership. OOLwasdescribedn
the charterdocumentas' U.S Marine CorpsForcesAfricaoperationcomprisedof joint U.S servicemembersto
mentor andadvise ArmedForcesof Liberia soldierandtheir leadershipin orderto developa new nationamilitary in
Liberiathat isresponsiblepperationallycapable andrespectfulof civilianauthority andthe rule of law.QIn short, the
basicpurposeof the operationwasto guidethe AFLtoward buildinga selfsufficient, professionabnd capablemilitary

forcethat couldeffectivelycontribute to the overallsecurityenvironment throughout.iberia.

OperationOnwardLibertygrewfrom Americanmilitary and humanitarian effortén 2008whena U.S-supportedaid
organization African Partnership Statioandits subsidiarythe WestAfricanPartnership TrainingCruisedelivered
more than $3 million in humanitarian supplieand equipment tacivil warwearyLiberiancitizens. In addition tosupplies
andequipment,the APSand WAPT@ffort broughthope, servicesand skilledpersonnelto help Liberians¥ho needed
that servicemostR S & LJS Nikcardiry ® QiberiaRresident ElledohnsorSirleafwho spoke with gratitudeto U.S.
military representativesat the RedemptionClinicin NewKruTown,Liberia,in March 2008.The first Michigan National
Guard contingento assistin Liberia hailedrom the 127th LogisticReadinesSquadroriocated at SelfridgeAir National

GuardBase, irMount Clemens, Michigahegroupdeparted fora 6-month deploymentin July 2011.



TheSelfridgeAirmenwho acceptedhat first deploymentbuilt a strongpartnershipfoundation aghey worked with
Liberianmilitary counterpartsin the newly formed Liberianmilitary. Master Sgt.LeslieBlanksamemberof the 127th
LRSyroup,outlined hismissionin a2012interviewwith Tech.Sgt.DanielHeaton[Michiganbuildspartnershipsn
Liberia,DVIDShub.net]Blankssaid hehelpedsupervisea crew of about30 Liberian soldierandcoordinated
transportation needgor roughly50 U.S military personnel. In the interview Blankssaid,& ¢ &8 biggestchallengego

personalsafetyin Liberiawere numberone, traffic, andnumbertwo, Y'I £ | NRA | &€

Master Sgt. Leslie Blanks returned home to Michigan Jan. 6, 2012, after a 6-month deployment to Liberia. Blanks is a
member of the 127th Logistics Readiness Squadron at Selfridge Air National Guard Base, Mich. The Michigan National
Guard and the Armed Forces of Liberia recently paired under the U.S. State Partnership Program. Blanks worked as a
mentor and adviser to a group of Liberian military personnel during his deployment. (Michigan National Guard photo by
Staff Sgt. Rachel Barton)

f I griledinQof the top two deployment challengewasclearlyintentional. Malaria,
for the mostpart, canbe preventedwith a courseof inoculationsandmedicine butin a
city like Monrovia,with more than amillion peopleand notraffic lights,speed limitsor
evenstop signswhichwere all destroyedin the civilwar, accidentshappenoften,

presenting potentiallyserioussafetyand security issueslndertheseconditions,supply

deliveries(including malarianedications)yare commonlydelayed, reroutedpr even
destroyedbefore reaching theitLiberian destinationTheneedfor civillaw enforcementemphasizedhe criticalneed
for trained Liberianforceswho havethe ability and foresightfo stepin quicklyand offer effectivesupportto local
authorities,not justin lawenforcement,but alsowith infrastructureandbuildingconstruction,healthand human

servicesgducation,generallabor, border patrol and peacekeepingvithin the emergingdemocraticnation.

Michigan National Guard Gen. Burt Francisco, right with glasses, talks with
Col. Pablo Estrada, Operation Onward Liberty brigade commander, after
meeting with U.S. Airmen, Soldiers and Marines at Edward Binyah
Kesselly Military Barracks, June 11, 2012. OOL is a group of approximately
50 U.S. military personnel who mentor and advise the Armed Forces of
Liberia in order to develop a Liberian military that is responsible,
operationally capable, and respectful of civilian authority and the rule of
law. Francisco traveled to Liberia to visit Michigan National Guard Soldiers
and Airmen during their deployment. (U.S. Air Force photo by 1st Lt. Mark
Lazane)

AsBlanksandthe 127th LRSeturnedto Michiganin
Januan?2012,ArmyCol.PabloEstradded a second

detachmentof Michigan Guardsmeto Liberia this

time for afull yearmobilization.9 & (i Ninissiorvas

to engageandinstruct ArmedForcesof Liberia soldiersn a variety of military operationsfrom a U.S perspective.His

team demonstratedmilitary skillsfrom basicinfantry tacticsto drill and ceremonyrocedures.ltwas ahands2 y =~ WA Y
the ¢ S S Rigs@nthat madeEstradaand histeam thankful for the extensivesurvivaltrainingrequirementsand
immunization protocolshey endured prioto departure.Not that the challengeof the missionwere unexpectedas
Estradandicatedin a2012interview, & L éxéki@gto bein a positionwherewe canstart from groundzeroandtrain an

allyarmy. L (nf §oing to bea cakewalkwe knowA (n@ & cakewalkput the benefitswill be greatc for both of ua @ ¢



Still,in-the-field surprisesare magnifiedwhenaccesdo suppliesandequipmentis severeljimited. Estradaand his
seasonectrew madethe bestof eachengagemenbpportunity andafter 300,000Liberiangdiedin civilwar battles,
the battered fledgling countryvasin desperateneedof ally instructionand assistanceEstradarecalls,&They were
youngandinexperiencedn the waysof military strategyand ceremony but they were eagerto learnand willingto

work hard. Without hesitation, Michigan Nation@uard Soldierand Airmensteppedupto help£

Master Sgt. Santos Feliciano, instructs Armed Forces of Liberia soldiers during advanced marksmanship training at Edward Binyah Kesselly rifle range  Feb. 22,
2012. The week-long course engaged 44 soldiers from across the A F L Z8al Infantry Brigade. The main focus of the course was reflexive fire, which is handling
a weapon while conducting movement. Other skills taught included close quarter combat tactics, room clearing techniques and advanced marksmanship
qualifying procedures. Feliciano is a member of the Fort Custer-based, 2nd Battalion, 177th Training Regiment, Regional Training Institute, Michigan Army
National Guard where he is the chief instructor. (U.S. Air Force photo by 1st Lt. Mark Lazane)

In September2014,after two OOL rotationtad beencompletedin tandem withUSMOForcesEuropeand Africa, the
first Michigan NationaGuard teanto assumefull leadershipandmanning responsibilities mobilized undbe
leadershipof Col.StephenPotterandLt. ColRavindraVagh. Intheir capablehands,Marine ForcesEuropeCommand,
handedoff management anaontrol of the missionwith confidence asthe MING/AFLbond continuedto growin
strengthand depthstemmingfrom the combinedinfluencesof multiple MichiganGuardfilled OOLrotationsand the
pairingof MichiganandLiberiain the NationalGuard Statd?artnershigProgram alongwith the assignmenbf top-
notch officerslike Maj. KevinWeise(2012)and Maj. DavidHuber(2014)asLiberianBilateral AffairsOfficers,to help

coordinate,promote andgarnersupportfor MichiganNationalGuardeffortsin Liberia.

U.S Marine CorpsCol.David Thompsorwho servedasthe OOL 201®fficer-in-charge,said during themission
leadership change thatgHewasproud of Michigan NationaGuardsmerandtheir contributionsto the AFland Liberig
Hefelt that the Michigan Soldierand Airmenhad madea lasting impressioon the AFL andthat their efforts would

significantlyincreasethe ! C [alllify to protect its bordersand contributeto regionald G F 6 A £ A (1 & d¢

TheMichiganNationalD dz NR ®a&veaskedyfabetter complimentthan that asthey assumedhe helm.



(Left Photo) Michigan National Guard Sgt. 1st Class Robert Gutman (left), a field medic deployed with Operation Onward Liberty, and Staff Sgt. Derek Smith, OOL
personnel mentor, consult with an Armed Forces of Liberia medic while examining a patient during a medical outreach visit to Keita Town, Liberia, July 3, 2013.
During the mission, the OOL-AFL team treated more than 750 patients in three remote jungle villages with very limited access to medical care. (U.S. Air Force
photo by Master Sgt. Brian Bahret)

(Right Photo) Michigan National Guard Maj. Allen Smith, Operation Onward Liberty brigade adviser and officer-in-charge, observes as an Armed Forces of Liberia
soldier completes a land navigation exercise near Edward Binyah Kesselly Military Barracks, Liberia, Aug. 23, 2013. U.S. service members, including Smith, a
Plainwell, Mich., resident, deployed in support of OOL to provide mentorship to AFL soldiers in their effort to become a capable, independent force able to protect
Liberian interests in West Africa. In addition, OOL is developing the leadership capabilities of the officers and noncommissioned officers to maintain a professional
and credible military force with a reputation as afi f o forg @ o ambng the Liberian people. (U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Brian Bahret)

(Left Photo) Michigan National Guard Staff Sgt. Daniel Bowen, Operation Onward Liberty enlisted engineering adviser, assists Armed Forces of Liberia soldiers
with medical techniques during a Combat Lifesaver Course at Camp Tubman, Liberia, Aug. 12, 2013. Bowen, a Muskegon, Mich., native is on a joint team of U.S.
service members, including Michigan National Guardsmen, who deployed with OOL, a U.S. Marine Corps Forces Europe and Africa-led operation comprised of
joint U.S. service members, to mentor and advise the Armed Forces of Liberia in order to develop a national military that is responsible, operationally capable, and
respectful of civilian authority and the rule of law. (U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Brian Bahret)

(Left Photo) Michigan Army National Guard Soldier Maj. Michael Cochenour from Canton, Mich. and Armed Forces of Liberia Soldiers evaluate an AFL first
lieutenant on military tactics during a training session in Monrovia, Liberia, Sept. 28, 2015. Cochenour has been deployed since December 2014 to support
Operation Onward Liberty, a United States Africa Command defense sector reform initiative developed to facilitate implementation of the Liberian National
Defense Act by creating a responsible, operationally capable military. (U.S. Army National Guard Photo)

OOLunder¢ K 2 Y LJ&aaiyh&hdin 2013anda portion of 2014,wasmore project-driventhan other groupshadbeen.
PreviousOOLgroupsgenerallystood togetheras amentoring bodylIn contrast,the menof ¢ K 2 Y LJéeanydiR@ersed
to perform mentor missionghat mostalignedwith their individualskillsets.Forexample MIARNGield medic,Sgt.1st
ClasRobertGutman teamedvith personnelspecialist Staff Sgt.DerekSmith,to mentor AFLmedicalteamssetting up
mobile careclinicsin remote junglevillages Staff Sgt.DanielBowen,servingasthe OOLenlistedengineeringadviser,
assistedAFLsoldierswith medicaltechniqguesduringa CombatlifesaveiCourseat Camp Tubmargnd MasterSgt.Craig

Pulverandothers,workedwith AFLpeacekeeperst Camp Waren vehicleinspection procedures;rowdcontrol,



guestioning tacticsandother instruction. At the EBKbarracks OOLmentor teamsand SPPsupportedspecialty
instructorslike Maj. JohnWocijik,staff judgeadvocateat MINGheadquartershelped AFLofficersand administrative
staff with ceremonial routinesuchaspromotions,changef command review-of-troops proceduresandmarching

standards.During thigime, ThompsorandU.S Ambassadoto Liberia,DeborahMalac,organizedhe distribution of

$40,000in medicalequipment toAFLmedicaldirectorsfor HIV/AID $reventionandtreatment.

(Left Photo) Sgt. 1st Class Tim Tramel, of Climax, Mich., instructs Armed Forces of Liberia soldiers on qualification during advanced marksmanship training at
Edward Binyah Kesselly rifle range Feb. 22, 2012. The week-long course taught 44 soldiers from the A F L 28sl Infantry Brigade. The main focus of the course
was reflexive fire, which is handling a weapon while conducting movement. Other skills taught included close quarter combat tactics, room clearing techniques and
advanced marksmanship qualifying procedures. The Michigan National Guard conducts periodic specialized training to AFL units through its State Partnership
Program. The day to day mentorship of the AFL is performed by Operation Onward Liberty, a group of approximately 50 U.S. military personnel who mentor and
advise the AFL in order to develop a national military that is responsible, operationally capable, respectful of civilian authority and the rule of law, and is a force for
good among the Liberian people. (U.S. Air Force photo by 1st Lt. Mark Lazane)

(Right Photo) Armed Forces of Liberia soldiers 6 a p p r eMickigamn National Guard Master Sgt. Craig Pulver, 1st Battalion, 23rd Infantry Battalion senior enlisted
adviser, during a scenario training exercise provided by Operation Onward Liberty mentors and AFL trainers at Camp Wa r eAémed Forces Training Command
March 27, 2013. Service members deployed with OOL helped train a platoon of AFL solders for a peacekeeping mission in Mali with the United Nations. (U.S. Air
Force photo by Capt. Bryon McGarry)

(Photo Left) Michigan National Guard Maj. Michael Dehner, Operation Onward Liberty training adviser, discusses leadership principles with Armed Forces of
Liberia officers during a leadership conference at Edward Binyah Kesselly Military Barracks, Oct. 25, 2013. Dehner, a Tawas, Mich., native, is among 14 Michigan
National Guard soldiers deployed in support of OOL. (U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Brian Bahret)

(Photo Right) Michigan National Guard Maj. John Wojcik, staff judge advocate, talks to an Armed Forces of Liberia soldier during a legal training course at Edward
Binyah Kesselly Military Barracks, Liberia, Jan. 23, 2012. Approximately 50 AFL service members, including military police officers, investigators and paralegals,
completed the three-week course that taught basics in detainee operations and military law procedures, among other topics. The legal training was one in a series
of capability building courses designed to promote the developing AFL, which was reestablished and is now being retrained and reequipped following several
years of internal national strife. (U.S. Air Force photo by 1st Lt. Mark Lazane)



MichiganNationalGuardAssistantAdjutantGeneral Brig.Gen.Burton Franciscoyisited Michigantroops during their

2013rotation andin part, creditsthe strongMING/AFlbond tothe D dzI NGRi@eaSoldiecheritage

G b I (i BaasdSdldierand Airmenknowwhat A (ke &
transitionfrom farmer, constructionworker, busdriver, or
teacheronedayto military memberthe next. They
understand how difficulit canbe on families,on
employerson educationalbrogressput they do it because
they alsounderstandthe importanceprotecting their
countryandtheir freedomandthey arewillingto make

intensesacrificesn order to keepthat ¥ NB S FEBaNCEH

(U.S. Air Force photo by 1st Lt. Mark Lazane) said.G . S amemberof the military is somuchmore than

a jobto Michigan GuardsmerGuard prideén community
protection, humanitarianfreedom, and nationastrengthbuildingis demonstratedin the waythey interactwith AFL
soldiers their families,andthe Liberianpeople.| believeA infiai makesthe MING/AFlbond sod (0 NB y 3 d ¢

Managingall facetsof the OOLmissiong | & gasyibr Potter and Waghthe first independentOOLIeadershipteam.
Marine ForcesEuropeCommanchad beerthe lead OOLagencyfrom its inceptionin 2010andthe young Michigan
leadersfound themselveghallengedn a numberof ways. First,they were challengedo provethat NationalGuard
Soldiersand Airmenwere equallyqualifiedmentorsof military strategyandequipment agheir full time Marine
predecessors. Seconithey were challengedo balanceskilkbasedinstructionwith strategicpreparationsfor the next
OOL teanto takeforward and third,they werechallengedoy funding reductionghat often limited accesgo supplies

and equipment.Farandawayhowever,the biggestchallengethey facedwasthe burgeoningoutbreakof Ebola.

(Left Photo) Michigan National Guard Operation Onward Liberty 15 Officer-In-Charge, Col. Stephen Potter and OOL 16 OIC, Col. Shawn Harris talk with Brig. Gen.
Daniel Ziankahn, Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces of Liberia, Sept. 4, 2015, regarding needs of the AFL as they assume full responsibility for Liberian security
and border protection. (Michigan National Guard photo by Sgt. 1st Class Helen Miller)

(Right Photo) Lt. Col. Ravindra Wagh, plans and operations officer for the Michigan Army National Guard, places the Ranger tab on the left shoulder of Armed
Forces of Liberia Sgt. Robert Lincoln, at his graduation from U.S. Army Ranger School, Sept. 23, 2016. Lincoln was the top merit list qualifier for the Ranger
course held at Fort Benning, Ga., after participating in a three-week preparation program conducted by members of the Liberian Security Assistance Training
Management Office (SATMO) in Liberia. L i n ¢ trdinim@expenses were covered by the International Military Education Training (IMET) program managed by
the Office of Security Cooperation (OSC) at the U.S. Embassy in Liberia. (Michigan National Guard photo by Capt. Tyler Piper)



